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Abstract

Basic Research on Drawing Method
Using Images of Fire and Water

Yumiko SHIMAMOTO

In this paper, a new drawing test, involving images of “fire” and “water” perceivable
as opposing elements, no less than easily expressed in drawing, was developed in order to
examine similarities and differences between these images. Fifteen indexes for interpreting the
newly developed “Drawing Method using Images of Fire and Water” were adopted, based on
interpretations of Fire in Landscape Technique (FLT) and Star-Wave Test, as well as response
frequency during pilot testing. The nature of the indexes was examined by comparing them with
scores from the Japanese version of BAQ, Cognitive Reflection-Impulsivity Scale, MAS, Ego-
Strength Scale. First, the validity of the indexes was examined by calculating the interrater
agreement between three index ratings, and it was found that less than one-tenth of the total
number of indexes showed inter-rater agreement of less than 80%, therefore confirming the
validity of the indexes. Next, relationship of the indexes with the four scales was examined, and
found that the indexes of “Fire” showed significant differences as they related to BAQ and MAS,
however indexes of “Water” were not related with any of the scales. Based on these results, it is
suggested that future study should aim to create more indexes by including unique attributes
of image of water, and general impressions from the whole drawing as well, while taking into

account the clinical significance of drawing fire and water in concert.
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