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Abstract

Mass Torts Class Action :
After the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005

The class action device has been criticized for its numbers and its widespread abuse since 1990's.
The main abuse in class actions, especially mass torts class actions, has been the unfair settlements,
which primarily benefit lawyers rather than class members. The problems class action had produced led
Congress to pass the Class Action Fairness Act of 2005. The Act provides that attorney's fees in coupon
settlements shall be based on the value of the coupons actually redeemed, and grants federal district
courts original and removal jurisdiction of diversity cases in class actions if the amount in controversy
exceeds five million dollars. With the enactment of Class Action Fairness Act, almost all class actions
will be adjudicated at federal courts. Federal courts closely scrutinize settlements, and have more
burden than before. The Class Action Fairness Act would likely lead to unwanted consequences.

Keywords: Class Action Fairness Act, mass torts



