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ABSTRACT

International Collaborative Research on the Psychological Effects of
Chernobyl Radiation Plant Accident : (3)
Psychological Test Results.

Mikihachiro TATARA

This is the third report of “A research on the psychological effects on the accident
of Chernobyl Power Plant Station.” This report focused on the psychological effects of
the Hibakusha in the accident. The Hibakusha consist of two groups; adults aged 40-
59 and adolescents aged 13-16, who were babies and infants when the accident has hap-
pened. They were selected mainly from Minsk, the Republic of Belarus, where a lot of
Hibakusha had come and a number of institutions for research and treatment has been
organized. The experimental tools used in this research were Impact of Event Scale-
Revised, Silberberg Anxiety Inventory, and Reeder Inventory for adult groups, and
House-Tree-Person Test for adolescent groups. Those three scales for adults were not
sufficient to measure the psychological effects of the Hibakusha, but this does not sug-
gest the suffering experience is not psychologically important now. On the contrary,
quite consistent characteristics were found throughout HTP Test for adolescents. The
result suggested their susceptibility to anxiety or withdrawal, and the necessity of ap-
propriate care for them.



