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Abstract

Creation of the Foundations for Childcare Expertise
Acquisition for New Childcare Workers

- Focusing on Active and Passive Aspects of Childcare Practice

Chosei SHIBATA

A questionnaire survey was conducted on 52 new childcare workers with less than two years of work
experience and 87 students in a childcare worker training course to determine how newly appointed childcare
workers created a foundation to acquire their childcare expertise and specializations.

The contents of the questionnaire included: (1) gender, age, years of work experience, (2) an evaluation of
the efficacy scale of nursery school teachers (according to the work of Nishiyama, 2006), (3) a description of
five perceptions of childcare workers (within 20-30 Japanese characters). From the this investigation, it was
discovered that the evaluation results of the childcare worker efficacy scale showed higher values than the
results of previously reported research regarding both new childcare workers and student childcare workers.
This involved the creation of two groups for both newly appointed childcare workers and student childcare
workers, a group showing high evaluation results, and a group showing low evaluation results, and a
comparison of the results of the perceptions of these childcare workers.

Regarding student childcare workers, the perception of childcare workers in the group that showed high
evaluation results was that the knowledge about childcare learned at school was dispersed. However, it was not
a perception based on actual childcare practice. In contrast, the perceptions of childcare workers in the group
showing low evaluation results were poor.

Regarding newly appointed childcare workers, in the group with high evaluation results, the perceptions of
childcare workers were mainly related to their specific involvement with children as a childcare worker. In
contrast, in the group showing low evaluation results, the perceptions of childcare workers covered various
aspects of the childcare environment.

From the above analysis, it was discovered that in the case of new childcare workers, there is typically an
imbalance between the awareness of the childcare environment and various human relationships, and childcare
practice as a childcare worker. The development process of new childcare workers can be classified into two
groups: (1) a group that was unaware of their surroundings and who prioritized their own childcare actions, and
(2) a group that was well aware of their surroundings, but had low confidence in their nursery teaching
practices because of this awareness. In summary, there are some significant characteristics important to the
development of new childcare workers, and it is worthwhile to train new childcare workers according to these

characteristics.



