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That Paul was a violent man had been
clear to Dora from the start. Indeed it
was one of the things which had
attracted her to him.... She had liked to
see in him something taut and a little
ruthless, especially when he had been at
her feet. ... Yet now she began to see his
power with a difference. She was at last
disturbed by the violent and predatory
gestures with which he destroyed the
rhythms of her self-surrender.
Something gentle and gay had gone out
of her life. *’
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... The complex and conflicted woman
who emerges out of the candid memories
of those who loved her, and the
unguarded xdomain, reveal a personality
quite unlike that claimed by either the
academic during her life, or the tabloid
after her death. This reconfiguring of
Murdoch’s identity has revealed her as
‘different’: intellectually, emotionally,
and sexually. Her letters confirm that
she was not only progressive in her
advocacy of free thought and complete
emotional and sexual freedoms, but also
conflicted in her personal experience of
gender as fluid and not fixed: I am
probably not at all normal sexually’, she
wrote to Georg Kreisel in 1967. T think I
am sexually rather odd, which is a male
homosexual in female guise’ ... (Anne

Rowe, 4)
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... And a level of contrived emotional
intensity was as natural to Murdoch as
the authentic pain of the agonized
longing she experienced for lovers such
as the French experimental writer,
Raymond Queneau, and the Bulgarian
polymath, Elias Canetti. But all such
experiences, along with biting remorse
for the pain she caused others, provided
emotional fodder for her art, and flow
into her complex and utterly
recognizable portrait of what it means to

be human. (Anne Rowe, 5)
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... Michael, who had always been
profoundly attracted by the place,
avoided it for this reason. He hardly ever
went there, and retained only a vague
conception of the house and the estate.
As a younger man he had intended to
become a priest, but had failed to do so,
and had spent a number of years as a
schoolmaster. Although he had kept his
sense of a religious vocation he had
never until very recently made any visit
to Imber Abbey; the taboo which rested
for him upon the Court had included the
Abbey also. It now seemed to him,
looking back, as if this ground had been
kept sacred, forbidden to him until the
time when it should be the scene of

decisive changes in his life. ... (The Bell,
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During this time Michael remained, as
he had since his conformation, a
somewhat emotional and irregular
member of the Anglican church. It
scarcely occurred to him that his religion
could establish any quarrel with his
sexual habits. Indeed, in some curious
way the emotion which fed both arose
deeply from the same source, and some
vague awareness of this kept him from a
more minute reflection. Toward the end
of his student days, however, when the
conception of perhaps becoming a priest
took shape with more reality in his mind,
Michael awoke to the inconsistencies of
his position. He had been an occasional
communicant. It now seemed to him
fantastic that he could, in the
circumstances, have come to approach
the communion table. He did not, for the
moment, alter the mode of his

friendships, but he ceased to receive the
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sacrament and went through a time of
considerable distress, during which he
continued rather hopelessly to do what
he now felt the most dreadful guilt for
doing. ... (The Bell, 99-100)
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.. She imagined, as she imagined every
night, Paul sitting alone in his beautiful
Knightsbridge room, beside the white
telephone, wanting her back. But her
last remembrance was that on the
morrow Michael would be leaving her, ...

‘Have you got a winter coat? said
Michael.

‘No. Well, it's at Knightsbridge,” said
Dora. ‘It doesn't matter. I'm not a cold
person.’...

‘T hope it[my train] won't be too late,’
said Michael. ‘Margaret’'s meeting me at
Paddington.” He sighed deeply.

Dora sighed too. She said, ‘You packed
my pictures all right? She had given
him three of her sketches of Imber.

‘They're flat on the bottom of my case,’
said Michael.
I'll have them framed in London.” (The

‘T do like them so much.

Bell, 312)
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... The fact 1s, God has not left us without
guidance. How, otherwise, could our Lord
have given us the high command “Be ye
therefore perfect”? Metthew five forty-
eight. ... A brief in Original Sin should not
lead us to probe the filth of our minds or
regard ourselves as unique and
interesting sinners. ...We know it from
God’'s Word and from his Church with a
certainty as great as our belief.
Truthfulness is enjoined, the relief of
suffering is enjoined, adultery is
forbidden, sodomy is forbidden. And I feel
that we ought to think quite simply of
these matters, thus: truth is not glorious,
it is just enjoined; sodomy is not
disgusting, it is just forbidden. ... (The
Bell, 131-132)
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The Bell (1958) is the first novel where

Murdoch’s ambivalent feelings about
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Christianity are expressed in any detail
and where her own developing ‘neo-

theology’ is tested. (Anne Rowe, 64)
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... Dora stopped as last in front of
Gainsborough’s picture of his two
daughters. These children step through
a wood hand in hand, their garments
shimmering, their eyes serious and dark,
their two pale heads, round full buds,
like yet unlike.

... But the pictures were something real
outside herself, which spoke to her
kindly and yet in sovereign tones,
something superior and good whose
presence destroyed the dreary trance-
like solipsism of her earlier mood. When
the world had seemed to be subjective it
had seemed to be without interest or
value. But now there was something

else in it after all. (The Bell, 190-191)

F—J D705 RE. Zo5IHoFRIcE bR
TWwb, F—=51%, £y 7 2%&HDT, £
LDFET D EPMMPFEED LD DD K ) I
LTWwWizeo £ZOFR—=I%, v R FryoFat
Ve F XY =T, S Y ANTOREERT,

HOORRIZH L Z b o TWTIRZD L W) K
RaeZF b, v— Ny 27id, Eheifamn s
ORI E LTwAEH, Zhid, F—=I2% L
ERR—NVEDHFBERETZ L EZRDOLN
L DIBIRIAB R B v F—F 3R EIC R - T,
FHWNRERIIELRVEALN TV HOO
HIS B30 A L7z TRWES ) b,
Tk, F=I% BARLIFRICEEEAAN
5 LIZEY, REBICKOHNEZEIRT S L»
) OB EEY L TWVD, TDXH I,
WL o T R, e R Y
ZEWTHD Tl o 72 TR ORNIcHRR S
%o

—h. RATNVIE, =y s ko—Hobl,
WDhte_RENEDHEZ BRI LIL I ITH -
Twize Lol Hoyad, 4 03— a—
FOEDNAEEEZ W EET Do TP LZ
TR 7E 2 DFEEI 3 SRR DB T D
b ZE AT VIR OFEHE MY B
DERT, HOEROEX >N &R o7DTH
590 LML, AT VOEEIE. =y 70H
BEVIADBEEEZEATLE ) A7 VI
L 2E5 4 LITRGEMEAP R EE L), <A1
TFVOREIZ WO b ER LB ADH DN
BB HTEDITEIIMBICOLRDBLEDTH >
2o 2F 0, AV LTI VO LG
HRHMWHRO—FE L THFIEL TV b,

=y 2L A7V EZRE L
TORBENEHINTE VDL, F=F 8
A= & OROHTH &Il % Hn 7287
WO b, VA HAHNERLDAMEBE 2T AN
L5ZLTERVOL, [§] L WwHER DR
BERMLTVBED, ENZEFNY—=Fy 7Q
ZH)ELAFEETHH72E LTS (Leeson,
103) 2 F i, FNid. F—=FDOEAEIE, K—
NDTCE F o THREBDEIZR S & & SR EDE
THHILaBRTHILETHHL, ¥4 7N



9 197 IR 1T P e

DA, =y 7 ZHRIEVRLZ L THY
DN S EHE ST, RKFEIEA V8= 32—
Mo 72 N2 DB L 722 T 2 0% o kih
KuETHREZHDELZ ETHo7,

Ty euuNRE) LI ZOMEMETAY
A= Fy 712k LwF) A MNBlOE
HTH2O0H L%\,

IR

1) A. S. Byatt. Degrees of Freedom the Early
Novels of Iris Murdoch. (Vintage Random
House, 1994) 86 Difs. Z O#EFFL S OF[HIX
KREIEZLHBOAZHLTIEET 5,

2) Hilda D Spear. Iris Murdoch. (New York:
PALGRAVE MACMILLAN, 2007) 27-8 L%,
CORFTFPSDFIHIEKEIZER L HRDO A%
R P p N

3) Iris Murdoch. The Bell (Vintage Random
House, 1999.) 11 Difg. T ofEmd» 5 O51H
ERBICHEBOAZET I LT 5,

4) Anne Rowe. IRIS MURDOCH. (Northcote
House Publishers Ltd, 2019.) 4 DIk, Z ot
T H0FIHIERRBICEZ LHBOAZLT 2
LEd%,

5) Elizabeth Dipple. IRIS MURDOCH Work for
the Spirit. (The Univ. of Chicago Press, 1982.)
251-252 DAk, ZOHLEED S OFIHIE KRB ICE
HLHARDAZLT L LT D,

6) Miles Leeson. Iris Murdoch: Philosophical
Novelist. (Continuum International
Publishing Group, 2010.) 81 LL#t. Z OPLEF
POOFIHEIREICEL L HBOAZLT L
3%,

SEXM

Bove, Cheryl K. Understanding Iris Murdoch.
Univ. of South Carolina Press, 1993.

Byatt, A. S. Degrees of Freedom the Early Novels of
Iris Murdoch. Vintage Random House, 1994.

Conradi, Peter J. The Saint and the Artist a Study
of the Fiction of Iris Murdoch. Harper Collins
Publishers, 2001.

Dipple, Elizabeth. IRIS MURDOCH Work for the

2022 fEE ER 15 &

Spirit. The Univ. of Chicago Press, 1982.

Hawkins, Peter S. The Language of Grace Flannery
O’Conner, Walker Percy, and Iris Murdoch.
Church Publishing Incorporated, 2004.

Leeson, Miles. Iris Murdoch: Philosophical
Novelist. Continuum International Publishing
Group, 2010.

Rowe, Anne. IRIS MURDOCH. Northcote House
Publishers Ltd, 2019.

Spear, Hilda D. Iris Murdoch. PALGRAVE
MACMILLAN, 2007.

Todd, Richard. IRIS MURDOCH. Methuen & Co.,
1984.

White, Frances. Becoming Iris Murdoch. Kingston
University Press, 2014.

e
Murdoch, Iris. The Bell. Vintage Random House,
1999.



[B] IcBFr®eEfs — F—F L~ A rIVIZEE Sz %H 95
Abstract

Holiness and Secularity in The Bell
— through Dora Greenfield and Michael Meade —

Yasushi NAKAKUBO

This paper is about the holiness and secularity in Iris Murdoch’s The Bell. This novel has
two main characters, called Dora Greenfield and Michael Meade. They struggle to find what
they want in their own life. One of the remarkable scenes is for Dora to leave London for the
sake of her husband, Paul. At the beginning of this story, Dora is thinking how insufficient her
understanding of Paul was.

Dora, our heroin is disappointed to see Paul at Imber Court. At first glance of the place, she
feels she has entered a place with the atmosphere of holiness unfamiliar with her. Dora is
gradually accustomed to the world of holiness while she knows she should be in a world of
secularity.

Michael is fascinated with the world of holiness, but the grace of God leaves him. His
homosexual tendency has prevented himself from being a priest although he has considered a
life plan to be someone who is devoted to God. Michael’'s family has been keeping an estate at
Imber Court for ages. Using the place surrounded by a religious atmosphere for people in need is
his final challenge. It is unfortunate that he gets involved in some incidents such as a reunion of
Nick Fawley and a suicide attempt from his sister. He never enters any world of holiness.

When I write this paper, I intentionally refer to more updated critical resources. In 2019,
Anne Rowe published a comprehensive and challenging book titled Iris Murdoch. She has had
some attempts towards researchers in the 21* century, saying Murdoch's private life is revealed,
and critics have come to question Murdoch’'s bisexual tendencies. At the same time, some other
references such as A. S. Byatt's and Hilda Spear’s critiques are helpful and suggestive.

Dore moves from the “secularity” to the “holiness.” On the other hand, Michael moves back
and forth between the “secularity” to the “holiness.” Our heroin finally acquires what she is
supposed to meet with, and realizes she should leave Paul. Unfortunately, another key person
never reaches what he thinks is an ideal life. Michael believes there is a God, but he doesn’t
believe in God. He is a complicated person.

To sum up, there is one suggestion from Anne Rowe's Iris Murdoch. Michael Meade is

towards a new Christianity. This also might be what the author wants to describe in The Bell.

Key words : holiness, secularity, Christianity





