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Abstract

The Factors which Affects Enjoyment of Attending Elementary
School for Fifth and Sixth Grade Students

Naomi FUJITA, Masaru KAGAWA

The purpose of this study was to examine the factors which affects enjoyment of attending elementary school,
and investigate the relations between enjoyment of attending school and three factors, which encompass a total
of eight subfactors: “Competence” includes (1) cognitive and (2) physical competence (Sakurai, 1992); “School
life skills” include (3) task completion skills, (4) group activity skills, and (5) peer communication skills
(Ishikuma, 2002-2003); “Subjective adjustment” includes (6) sense of comfort, (7) feeling of acceptance and
trust, and (8) sense of fulfillment (Emura & Okubo, 2012). A questionnaire was completed by 839 fifth and
sixth grade elementary school students to examine the reliability and validity of the scales. A factor analysis
yielded 3 significant subscales for boys and girls. For boys, the most significant subscales were sense of
comfort, feeling of acceptance and trust, and cognitive competence. For girls, the most significant subscales

were sense of comfort, feeling of acceptance and trust, and group activity skills.

Key words : enjoyment of attending elementary school, subjective adjustment in the classroom, differences

between boys and girls



